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OREGON FARM BILL COALITION – priorities 
 

Now is the time for Congress and the federal government to put its full support behind hunger-

relief programs like the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program and The Emergency Food 

Assistance Program, as well as fair policies that support Oregon agriculture. During the farm 

bill’s reauthorization, Congress should be guided by the following priorities on behalf of the 

millions of Americans who struggle to afford an adequate and nutritious diet. 

 

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) 

SNAP is the fabric of the nutrition safety net in the United States.  We must ensure that SNAP 

benefits are sufficient to purchase a nutritionally adequate diet.  

 

 Support proposals to increase access to adequate and nutritious food. 

 Oppose attempts to weaken or restructure the program that would result in reduced 

benefits. 

 Oppose proposals that would cap or reduce funding. 

 Oppose proposals that reduce program eligibility or benefits. 

  

The Emergency Food Assistance Program (TEFAP) 

At a time of record-level need, we call on the federal government to provide food banks the full 

assistance available through TEFAP.   

 

 Make mandatory funding for TEFAP food more responsive to changes in need. 

 Oppose proposals that restrict or reduce the Secretary of Agriculture’s authority to 

purchase bonus commodities in times of high need such as high unemployment or high 

food insecurity. 

 Oppose proposals that would cap or reduce funding. 

  

 Support Oregon agriculture 

We support investments in local and nutritious food production, processing and marketing 

systems. 

 

 Increased funding and strengthening of programs such as Community Food Projects, 

Farmer Market Nutrition Programs, Farmers Market Promotion Program, Farm to School 

initiatives and National School Lunch Program. 

 Support reforms to federal farm support programs that create a more level playing field 

for Oregon’s farmers and ranchers, ensure an affordable and healthy food supply, and 

protect Oregon’s natural resources. 

 

 

 

For more information about the Oregon Farm Bill Coalition, please contact Jeff Kleen at 

jkleen@oregonfoodbank.org.  

mailto:jkleen@oregonfoodbank.org


FARM BILL 2012 

OPPORTUNITIES TO FIGHT HUNGER  

 The farm bill is a major piece of legislation 

that governs federal farm and food policy.  The bill 

includes provisions with far-reaching impacts on 

our country’s agriculture, food system,              

conservation efforts, trade policy, and rural        

development.  Most importantly for those who care 

about hunger in the U.S., the farm bill also includes 

two of the most important federal nutrition        

programs: the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 

Program (SNAP) and The Emergency Food       

Assistance Program (TEFAP).  In 2012, Congress 

started reauthorizing the farm bill.  This process 

offers an opportunity to strengthen and improve 

these vital nutrition programs.   

 Together, SNAP and TEFAP help address 

the epidemic of hunger in the United States.  Last 

year, the U.S. Department of Agriculture reported 

that 50 million Americans live in households that 

are food insecure.  In other words, 50 million 

Americans struggle to put enough food on their 

tables.  Thankfully, federal nutrition programs and 

the emergency food bank system are there to help. 

RECORD INCREASES IN SNAP  

PARTICIPATION SHOWCASE ITS NECESSITY 

SNAP (formerly the Food Stamp Program) 

is the cornerstone of the nutrition safety net in the 

United States and Oregon. 46.7 million Americans 

depend on SNAP to help supplement their grocery 

budgets.  SNAP provides nutrition assistance 

through an Electronic Benefits Transfer (EBT) card 

that works like a debit card at the cash register at 

certified vendors across the country.  In large part, 

Oregon has been able to hold the line against hun-

ger during the recession because of the dramatic 83 

percent increase in SNAP participation since 

2007—increasing from 438,000 to more than 

815,000 Oregonians in August 2012. 

TEFAP CONTRIBUTIONS BACKBONE OF  

CHARITABLE FOOD SYSTEM 

The Emergency Food Assistance Program 

(TEFAP) plays a crucial role in helping the Oregon 

Food Bank Network meet the record-level need for 

emergency food assistance. TEFAP is an income-

based federal program that provides food at no cost 

to low-income Americans in need of short-term 

hunger relief through food banks. While the       

Oregon Food Bank Network relies on generous 

donations from individual donors and community 

and business partners, the healthy and nutritious 

foods provided through TEFAP are the backbone 

of the charitable food system, providing almost 25 

percent of the food that flows through local hunger-

relief agencies statewide.  



 The road ahead is challenging. Now is the time for Congress and the federal government to put its full 

support behind hunger-relief programs like the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program and The Emergency 

Food Assistance Program.  During the farm bill’s reauthorization, Congress should be guided by the following 

priorities on behalf of the millions of Americans who struggle to afford an adequate and nutritious diet…because 

no one should be hungry.  

Oregon Food Bank farm bill priorities 

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) 

SNAP is the cornerstone of the nutrition safety net in the United States.  We must ensure that SNAP benefits 

are sufficient to purchase a nutritionally adequate diet.   

 Support proposals to increase benefit adequacy. 

 Maintain SNAP’s current structure. 

 Oppose proposals to cap or reduce funding. 

 Oppose proposals that restrict or reduce program eligibility or benefits. 

The Emergency Food Assistance Program (TEFAP) 

At a time of record-level need, we call on the federal government to provide food banks the full assistance 

available through TEFAP.    

 Make mandatory funding for TEFAP food more responsive to changes in demand. 

 Enhance the secretary of agriculture’s authority to purchase bonus commodities in times of high 

need. 

 Reauthorize funding for TEFAP storage and distribution funds at $100 million per year. 

Support Oregon agriculture 

Support investments in local and nutritious food production, processing and marketing.  

 Support continued funding and strengthening of programs such as Community Food Projects,   

Farmers’ Market Nutrition Programs, Farmers Market Promotion Program, and Farm to School   

initiatives. 

 

To learn more, contact Jeff Kleen at jkleen@oregonfoodbank.org or 971-223-3381 

HOW CONGRESS CAN HELP 
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