
Tell Congress to Protect Hungry People in Upcoming Budget 
Talks 

We have avoided the fiscal cliff , but we still have mountains to scale. We continue to advocate for 
programs that help poor as Congress continues tough budget negotiations.  

Bread members have been essential in protecting tax credits for low-income families, domestic nutrition 
programs, and poverty-focused development assistance.  However, several key actions by Congress 
over the next couple of months will again place such vital programs at risk.  We encourage you to 
continue contacting your members of Congress to let them know that you want them to create a circle of 
protection around these programs. Soon Congress will begin negotiations to replace the sequester 
(automatic, across-the-board cuts) by March 1 and raise the debt ceiling by at least $1 trillion. The 
continuing resolution that extended the fiscal year 2013 budget and kept the government funded expires 
March 27.  These events could be accompanied by significant spending cuts.  We need you to keep 
reminding our legislators that they must not balance the budget on the backs of poor and hungry people. 

We continue to message members of Congress as part of the 2012 Offering of Letters. Below is an 
updated sample letter to use when contacting your senators and representative.  We will launch Bread for 
the World's 2013 Offering of Letters,  “A Place at the Table,” on March 1, and will keep you apprised of 
any changes or developments on the Bread Blog.  We encourage you and members of your community 
or congregation to personalize your letters to Congress. 

* 

Date ____________ 

Dear Sen. ____________  or Rep.  ____________, 

Please prioritize hungry and poor people during the next round of budget negotiations. Over the next two 
months, your leadership is critical, especially as Congress looks to finalize the fiscal year 2013 budget, 
address sequestration, and raise the debt ceiling.  

Specifically, I urge you to ensure adequate funding for programs that address hunger and help people 
move out of poverty. This will require additional revenues to address our deficits. 

I appreciate Congress enacting the American Taxpayer Relief Act. The bill raises revenue for the first time 
in years, while also extending the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) and Child Tax Credit (CTC), two of 
America’s most effective anti-poverty programs.  This bill also largely protects important anti-poverty 
programs, such as the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP, formerly food stamps), 
Medicaid, and international food aid, from major cuts. But the work is not over. Although this fiscal cliff 
deal is a tremendous first step, more needs to be done to address our country’s long-term fiscal health 
and ensure funding for programs that fight hunger and lift people out of poverty. I am concerned about the 
across-the-board spending cuts scheduled to take place if Congress does not develop a more 
comprehensive deficit-reduction package.  I encourage Congress to balance responsible spending cuts 
with new revenues in order to address the country's long-term deficits without jeopardizing our nation's 
commitment to alleviating hunger and poverty. 

Allowing these across-the-board cuts will hurt programs such as international poverty-focused 
development assistance and WIC. Cuts to some international development programs would deny life-
saving nutrition to some of the poorest nations, while cuts to WIC could hurt hundreds of thousands of 
poor mothers and young children in the United States.  
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Our budget choices must not hurt those Jesus called “the least of these.” I urge you to form a circle of 
protection around funding for programs vital to hungry and poor people. May God continue to bless you 
and your work. 

Sincerely, 

[Your Name] 
[Your Address] 
[City, State ZIP] 

* 

You can also download a copy of the letter here. If you have questions or need assistance, please 
contact your regional organizer. 

 

https://secure3.convio.net/bread/site/Advocacy?cmd=display&page=UserAction&id=131
http://www.bread.org/contact/regional.html

