
 

 
 
We believe in an Oregon where all children, families and individuals 

have the opportunity to be stable, hunger-free and healthy, 
with a foundation in place to succeed in school, work and life. 

   2013  legislative priorities: 
 

Building on the health and education reforms passed in the  
2011/2012 legislative sessions, these policies will help to  

ensure healthy, thriving communities. 
 

Preserve and strengthen services that stabilize families: 
 

• Temporary Assistance to Needy Families (TANF) 
• Employment-Related Day Care (ERDC)  
• Affordable housing programs 
• General Assistance Bridge Program 
• Unemployment Insurance  
• Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) 
• Earned Sick Days 
• Head Start   

 
Preserve and strengthen food and nutrition services that help end hunger: 

 

• General Fund Food Program   
• Child nutrition programs 
• Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP)  
• Women, Infants, and Children Nutrition Program (WIC) 
• WIC and Senior Farm Direct Nutrition Programs  
• Farm to School and school gardens 

 
~ See reverse for important information ~  

 
Together we can end hunger before it begins 

  
                                 For more information: 

   

                                Patti Whitney-Wise, Executive Director 
(503) 595-5501 ext 302 or patti@oregonhunger.org 

www.oregonhunger.org  



 What’s at stake for Oregon 
 

Oregon has experienced higher rates of hunger and homelessness compared to the rest of the nation 
for a wide variety of reasons, including the impact of the current recession and the seasonal nature of 
some of Oregon’s industries. Over the years, the state has strengthened many programs that mitigate 
these tragic conditions, but the recent recession has taken a particularly devastating toll on 
Oregonians. Only 1/3 of the jobs lost have returned, with many offering lower wages or fewer hours. 
Our safety net has been severely weakened by budget cuts, putting a tremendous strain on families 
and communities. 
 

And yet, there is hope moving forward. Oregon is blazing a new trail in health care and education 
reform efforts. If we are successful, we can reduce hunger, decrease health care costs and create 
healthier communities. This will help prepare children to succeed in school and life. The safety net 
will be critically important to these efforts: Families need a support structure to regain financial 
stability and benefit from innovations in health care and early learning. Changes to TANF in 2007 
were moving families in the right direction, helping many back into jobs. The expansion of children’s 
health programs and more dollars invested in housing were positively impacting the stability of many 
families.  
 

The long-term multiplier effect of protecting the safety net and providing strong foundations in 

health and education will more than pay for these investments. The increased funding needed for 
the following items need to be prioritized within both the program expenditure and tax expenditure 
sides of the budget. 
 
What can we do? 
 

Help families stabilize as they build a brighter future: 

 
• Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) -Invest in TANF so families can be more 

financially stable while preparing for employment. 
• Employment-Related Day Care (ERDC) -Expand ERDC so more families can afford to work. 
• Affordable housing –Boost funding for programs that help Oregonians access and remain stable 

in their housing, allowing them to have enough income left for food and other necessities. 
• General Assistance Bridge Program (GA) – Fund GA so veterans and others can pay for basic 

needs while applying for federal SSI/SSDI benefits. 
• Unemployment Insurance (UI) -Expand UI so more Oregonians have a safety net between jobs. 
• Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) –Invest to reduce the tax burden on low-wage workers. 
• Earned Sick Days -Help working parents care for their own health and sick children. 
• Headstart –Protect Headstart so more children have the skills to succeed in school and families 

are better able to help their children learn. 
 

Make sure families have the food they need for success in school, work and life: 

 
• Child nutrition programs -Bolster funds so all kids eat during the school year, summer, 

afterschool, and in childcare. 
• Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) -Protect access to food stamps. 
• Women, Infants, and Children Program (WIC) -Protect WIC for infants, children and mothers. 
• General Fund Food Program -Protect funding to provide emergency food when needed. 
• WIC and Senior Farm Direct Programs –Help more seniors and families access fresh foods. 
• Farm to School and school gardens -Increase funds so more children eat locally grown foods at 

school while supporting Oregon farmers. 
 


